
 

 
 

Wells Civic Society 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

7.30pm November 13th 2019 
 

Agenda 

1. Welcome 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Minutes of the AGM held on the 9th January 2019 

4. Matters arising 

5. Presentation of the Annual Report  

6. Treasurer’s Report 

7. Election of Officers and Executive Committee for 2019/201 

8. Appointment of Independent Examiner for 2019/20 

9. Any other Business 

 
1 Current committee members prepared to stand again are: 
Graham Barrow, Clare Blackmore, Patrick Brown, Rosemary Evans, Andrew Fawcett, Adrian I’Anson, John Rackham, 
Hilary Waters, Philip Welch, Chris Winter. (Doug Robinson is a co-opted member) 
 
 
The current treasurer, Rodney Angel, is standing down. We are very grateful to Rodney for his work in this role for the 
last 5 years. 
 
Nomination received to date are:  
 Ian Robinson (Treasurer) 
  
 



Wells Civic Society 

Annual Report 2019 
 
Chair’s report 
The past year has been full of events and visits – as diverse as ART 360° and Heritage 
Open Day 2018, and geographically as far apart as Ripon & Worcester. 
We have added to the plaques which commemorate and mark the places, events and 
people which have made, and continue to make, Wells the very special place it is. 
But as well as organising and progressing our own events and projects we have enjoyed 
working in partnership with the many other organisations that thrive in the city. By working 
together, we are able to increase the impact that we can have – improving the experience 
of living and working in Wells as well as for our many visitors.   
The Visit by Coach and ‘meet and greet’ project, together with the Tourism Forum, bring 
together a range of people and organisations, and continues to work towards better 
‘tourism management’ for everyone’s benefit. 
The Somerset Poppies, Wake Up Wells, Wells in Bloom and the exhibition of the Philip’s 
Portrait Collection are some of the very notable community projects that we were delighted 
to support during the year, as well as our ongoing support for Wells in Mosaic.  
 
The civic society continues to be invited to comment on, or contribute to, a range of 
decision-making fora: -Mendip Conservation Advisory Panel, Wells City Council planning 
committee, as well as the tourism forum, as above.  
 
At a national level, the Alliance of Historic Cathedral Cities and Towns (ACT) has received 
the support of Historic England (formerly English Heritage) for the research into the impact 
of housing development on historic towns and cities. A meeting of the Steering Group (of 
which I am a member) on 10th October will develop the criteria for the case studies and the 
detailed programme for the project. I am very hopeful that Wells will be able to make a 
significant contribution to this important piece of work. 
 
The BA5 Awards, in partnership with Wells Voice and the Chamber of Commerce and 
Tourism, was launched in September with the deadline for nominations on 1st November. 
Andy Vallis (editor) and Robert Powell (chairman) are very supportive of the scheme and 
we hope to make this an annual event. Presentations will be made at our Seasonal 
Celebration on December 11th.  
 
The programme of evening talks for 2019/20 covers a broad range of topics and other 
activities include hosting a visit by colleagues from the Chester Civic Society in early 
October and plans for a tour, in March, of the Clarks’ Shoe Museum courtesy of the Alfred 
Gillett Trust. 
 
I would like to thank the members of the committee for their ongoing support and work to 
help to keep the society active and interesting and Marilyn Cattell for examining our 
accounts.  
Special thanks to Rodney Angel who is stepping down as Honorary Treasurer, a task that 
he has done for the past 5+ years.  
 

Chris Winter  

 
 
 



Treasurer’s report  
The Civic Society remains in a very healthy financial position. Income exceeded 
expenditure in 2018/19; the most noteworthy areas are the rise in membership and a 
reduction in outgoings for the plaques. There has also been slightly less expenditure in 
terms of requests for donations to other projects and organisations.   
 
The last 12 months have seen a fall in the value of the assets of the society due to low 
interest rates on the investment of the Harry Parkes fund. We have always been aware 
that this investment is subject to economic forces and for many years we have seen 
consistent growth.  However, the high level of uncertainty in the UK this year, has meant a 
fall in the value of the investment. 
 
In addition, one of the investment accounts was closed to realise the funds agreed to 
support Wells in Mosaic. The remaining £9000.00 is being held in a Reserve account, for 
ready access. 
 
We are keen to satisfy Charity Commission rules regarding reserves, and support for 
community projects like Wells in Mosaic helps us to achieve this.  We remain open to other 
ideas to support, in order that we continue to comply with these rules. 
 

Rodney Angel 

Membership Report  
Membership is steady at around 200. The society has had a visible presence at many 
events across the city during the past year and gained new members through these 
activities and events. 
The encouragement to pay by Standing Order is proving successful and helps 
enormously. 

Clare Blackmore  

Plaque report  
We have installed three plaques since our last AGM:  
✓ a Blue Plaque off the Glastonbury Road at Keward to commemorate the gibbet where 

criminals were executed, as well as men who fought for the Duke of Monmouth in 
1685. This has encouraged interest in the idea of creating a Monmouth Rebellion 
exhibition in Wells. 

✓ the penultimate plaque recording important architectural buildings was placed in The 
Liberty. 

✓ an interior plaque, which mark and support the unique, long-serving family businesses 
that give character to our city centre. The recipient was Peter Douglas, the menswear 
shop that is celebrating its 40th year in Broad Street. 

Future plans include Blue Plaques to mark the site of the Mitre Hotel on Sadler Street, 
currently Minsky’s barbers, and on the City Arms to commemorate the former location of 
the City Jail. The final architectural plaque will be for Chamberlain Street, and the last two 
indoor plaques will be presented to long-standing family businesses. 

Philip Welch 

Planning report 
As a former planning solicitor and Planning Inspector, I am happy to monitor planning 
applications that affect Wells. Since May, when I was elected as a member of the City 
Council, I have been Vice Chair of their Planning Committee. I also sit on the Mendip 
Conservation Advisory Panel.   
There have been several large housing applications to consider, such as the detailed 
application for the 220 houses west of Wells and the recent application for 100 houses 
south of Elm Close. These and others have been viewed in the context of the Inquiry into 
the Local Plan Part 2 which sat in August.   



In addition, there have been the usual applications for new shops/cafes/bars on the High 
Street. The sale of the Old Deanery has prompted an Expression of Interest which is 
aimed at safeguarding its use for some cultural/community purpose.   
We are certainly living in interesting times in terms of the future of Wells – and hopefully, 
this will be shaped by revival of the Wells Neighbourhood Plan. Anyone with some 
expertise or interest in town planning or community consultation would be welcome to join 
Adrian and others to work on the WNP and consider the planning applications which WCS 
are consulted on. 

 

Adrian I’Anson 

 

Programme of evening events 
 

11th December 2019 
Seasonal Celebration   

with presentation of the 
BA5 Awards for contributions to the community of Wells   

&   
The further exploits of Gert & Daisy (& little Betsy) 

 
8th January 2020   

(In the Exhibition Room) 
Building a Cathedral - Jerry Sampson   

 
12th February 2020 

A year in the life: with Alastair Tighe, Head Master, Wells Cathedral School  
 

11th March 2020 
Somerset Buildings Preservation Trust – Russell Lillford, Chairman  

 
8th April 2020   

A Bishop’s Wife – then and now with Jane Hancock   
 

13th May 2020 
A load of rubbish! 

Mickey Green, Managing Director, Somerset Waste Partnership   
 

10th June 2020  
Summer Social 

6.30pm venue tba 
 

I look forward to seeing you - and do bring friends! 
If you would like to be involved in any of the projects we undertake, or have a 

skill you can share with us,  
please get in touch – chris.f.winter@btinternet.com 

 

 

mailto:chris.f.winter@btinternet.com

